CropLife International and EuropaBio
"A Decade of Biotechnology in Agriculture: Where to next?". Brussels, 8 December.  



A lively and informative evening discussion on what biotechnology means for world agriculture - from the perspectives of a farmer and two of the world's major agricultural forces: United States and Brazil.
What are the benefits? What have we learned? What is on the horizon? What are the implications of various policy approaches?

Confirmed speakers coming from Brazil, the United States and the United Kingdom include:

Alda Lerayer, Executive Secretary, Conselho de Informações sobre Biotecnologia (CIB), Brazil.

Madelyn E. Spirnak, Senior Advisor for Agricultural Biotechnology, U.S. Department of State, United States.

Paul Temple, Third-generation farmer, United Kingdom.
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Presentations for the evening event have been posted on http://www.croplife.org/website/pages/10_years_of_biotech.aspx
Please take a look at this link for a selection of photographs, the programme and the presentations.
***


The Conference focussed on GMOs. 

How to clearly explain to the general public the benefits of biotechnology in agriculture was the main issue. After all, we are still a very plant based society.

The panel was obviously concerned in getting across to the general population. 

The need for full transparency, full public information and open debates was recognised. All questions/issues must be answered, and not dismissed… The latter only leads to misunderstandings, scepticism, outright rejection (phrases used like "Terminator Technology") and sometimes violent reactions. More interactive public education/participation is obviously necessary. 

Fact: many people are sceptical regarding the long-term safety of GMOs. 

Fact: many are against "instrumentalising" nature. [Cf. embryonic Stem Cell Debate.]

Fact: many feel a pressure from multinational companies and fear loss of freedom

Fact: ignore these public concerns could lead, in the long run, to a backfire on companies with serious economic consequences

In order to get through to the public - and not remain in the high spheres - it is essential that the link between what biotechnology has to offer and the World Society Well Being and Quality of Life be clearly established and made intelligible to all.

I discussed this issue with a U.S. Official and her reply was quite typical: “This is not my job and I really don’t see what I could do. You should contact social services or the equivalent. They could possibly help you.“ I wondered to myself what this Official was doing at the conference…

So… How? 

This is essentially an interface issue. And this is where the NewPOL Network comes in. 

"A Decade of Biotechnology in Agriculture: Where to next?"

Answer: The NewPOL Network.
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