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Report from a NewPOL Network Perspective

***

The main challenge here was the meeting point between science and society. This interface is crucial to:

- "Avoiding the Unmanageable - Managing the Unavoidable" (Presentation Title)

- induce a behavioural change in the population

- redesigning the way we live

- encourage adaptive action and research

- anticipate some of the climate changes

- changing relations between the different stakeholders

- creating incentives: knowledge and money

- finding ways of new international cooperation

- understanding the everyday life of people and infrastructures in low Carbon societies with appropriate technology

- bridging the gap between financial time and democratic time

- understanding the risk of developing a highly unequal fragmented society

- overcoming social barriers to renewable energies

- rethink governance for a Post Carbon Society

General conclusion:

- the need for a more holistic and integrated approach

- the need for enhanced collaboration with social science 

- the need for multidisciplinarity

- the need for a paradigm shift

- "Time to have some really crazy ideas..." 

- "Grow better and not grow more".

Sounds great doesn't it?

Then came the clash. 

I took the floor.

I regretted the absence of the lecturer for the presentation entitled: "Citizen, actor of change".

I thanked the Panel for the interesting academic presentations. The next step, I said, was to see how these could be articulated together and informed the audience that this was our area. 

The object of the conference being also presumably an open call for collaboration and new/innovative ideas, I proceeded to first very briefly explain - as credentials - the EC encouragements for the two NewPOL Project resolutions (cf. above) and the possibility that Mr Leterme (Belgian Government) may apply to us to solve the Belgian crisis.

I thereafter explained briefly the structure, objectives and mission of the NewPOL Network and the new legal and constitutional platform that is under construction (for Belgium ---?---> Europe ---?---> World). These you (the NC Teams) already know. Simply presented:

1. Rewarding any citizen for his/her contribution to improving the well-being and quality of life of his/her fellow citizen: this would encourage healthy citizenship.

2. Enabling the (isolated) citizen to question the need to pay for direct taxes if the State/Institution does not respect his/her elementary and fundamental right to society well-being and quality of life. 

3. Dissolving existing ministries and replacing them by one ministry - Ministry of Well Being and Quality of Life - that would integrate all the others.  

This means integrated interdisciplinary research and cross-linking between hypercompartimentalised departments (Law, Health, Social Sciences, Culture, Politics, Environment, R & D, ICT, ...) leading to a completely new vision of governance, politics and society.  

I was rudely interrupted by a participant from France and failed to finish my comments.

The final conference conclusions were presented by Jean-Michel Baer, Director, EC, DG Research who remarked very rightly and elegantly:

"...the difficult dialogue between different disciplines..."

