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Dear Colleagues,

The crucial importance of the two-day meeting “Trust: European Research Co-creating Resilient Societies” that was held at the Royal Belgian Academy of Sciences in Brussels cannot be overemphasised. 

Senior officials recognised the importance of holistic integration and the need to adapt the evaluation procedure. Action is now needed. How?

I do believe that we can help the Commission regarding Horizon 2020. As explained below, simultaneous global action is necessary. Dealing with one specific challenge (bubble) at a time (even holistically) makes no sense from a holistic perspective. Besides, the world (and Horizon 2020) is running out of time. I am therefore suggesting collaboration with the Commission to gather and integrate the bubbles together; this shall facilitate the creation of a trustworthy evaluation board.
I had taken the floor to wonder whether, considering the human mind’s complexity, the notions of transparency, trust, trustworthiness, honesty, reliability, ... were compatible with what is perhaps the most sustainable characteristic of our civilisation: hypocrisy. The World hypocrisy is catastrophic and due to fragmentation which in turn is due to a fragmented educational system. I reminded the need for an educational revolution: education has – and is still providing – unidisciplinary excellence bathing in a sea of integrated interdisciplinary incompetence. I expressed my concern regarding the peer reviewing and the evaluation procedure for proposals. We recognise the competence of evaluators to evaluate simple straightforward projects but we openly question their ability to understand let alone evaluate complex avant-garde integrated interdisciplinary proposals. Finally, the lack of trust both contributes to and reflects the citizens’ ill being or lack of well being and quality of life in society. Considering that the latter should be considered as the Third Millennium’s Top priority, I felt that it was necessary to remind the panel and audience that not one mention of the citizens’ well being and quality of life is made in President Juncker’s 10 Priorities (or 10 Bubbles). This is, I repeat, not only quite shocking but irresponsible. In order to achieve and sustain the citizen’s well being and quality of life in world – and therefore European – society, you need to integrate the bubbles together and here we are still light-years away. It is nice to know that the European Commissioner for Research and Innovation realises the importance of a holistic interdisciplinary approach, but what of all the other European Commissioners including the European Commission Presidency? And what about the European Parliament and Council? What about the countries themselves, the constitutions, the laws, the administrations...?
My opinion regarding the Horizon 2020 Programme is posted on my LinkedIn Profile. This said, in order to develop Horizon 2020’s full potential, two requirements are needed: trust in the evaluation procedure and a holistic multicultural interdisciplinary integration catalyser (HMIIC). As it happens, our New Capacity Building Programme to achieve and sustain world society well being and quality of life provides both - trust (but in a much deeper sense) and the HMIIC - by launching as you know in about 140 countries National Brainstorming Events (NBEs), holistic multicultural integrated interdisciplinary initiatives involving governments, media and active citizen participation (collective intelligence) to achieve and sustain national society well being and quality of life. NBEs interact with all other countries through CWINs (Customised World Interdisciplinary Networks). In other words – and simplifying – a given Call/Issue/Concern/Challenge X is treated both nationally and internationally in a criss-cross fashion. This also allows other programs with similar Calls, Topics and Concerns to join in. In so doing we have a much more articulate view of the bigger picture. For example, overlapping/complementary topics/projects can be identified for collaboration instead of competition. We can then go on to see how different projects can be articulated together. This in turn should facilitate the creation of a much more appropriate evaluation platform that shall inspire trust to the applicants. I am therefore suggesting to the Commission that Horizon 2020 be blended with the NBEs for maximum visibility, trust, efficiency and impact.
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