"Active Networking": The IMNRC-NewPOL Network's ezine / Issue N°17: 7nth European Innovation Summit on AHA & 4th Conference of Partners - The EIT Issue
-----

Dear Colleagues,
--- > NB. Due to work overload, I am far behind in replying to e-mails. I should catch up by the end of this week. Thank you for your patience. < --- 
Ezine N° 17 is more focussed on the 7nth European Innovation Summit on Active and Healthy Ageing & the 4th Conference of Partners. 

My main intervention was during the session at the European Parliament. After the usual introductions, I reminded the panel and audience that I had developed an innovative and successful treatment for invasive bladder cancer in the elderly that waived the need for radical cystectomy or six week intensive radiotherapy (in collaboration with the St. Jean Clinic in Brussels). This was a wonderful breakthrough that paved the way for innovative strategies not only in dealing with diseases and cancer, not to mention long distance space flight, but also in medical training.

I then proceeded to make a few comments and suggestions: 

· Michal Boni, MEP asked: “How technology can improve the well being and quality of life of the elderly?”. I replied by also insisting on the importance of a mindset change to improve elderly well being and quality of life and of coercive measures and enforced laws to protect the elderly should their elementary right to well being and quality of life not be respected by the State. I reminded the panel and audience that Flanders shall have to account before the European Court of Human Rights for a tragic case (two in fact), one being the premature death of an elderly French speaking lady in Flanders because of isolation due to the politico-linguistic apartheid and ostracism (exacerbated by Flemish nationalism) about 15 km away from the Capital of Europe, the Capital of Democracy and Human Rights. Hypocrisy is perhaps the most sustainable characteristic of our civilisation. 

· The elderly is not a special species: they are human beings like us that form part of human society. Focusing our attention on the elderly can be a double-edged sword: helping and stigmatising at the same time. Indeed, there may even be special villages for the elderly with all the required facilities, but shall they be happier parked away in luxury ghettos?

· Plagiarism. The EIT is the emergent part of an iceberg. Please refer to the Executive Summary. I have just sent a suggestion to the principal moderator to meet up with the relevant stakeholders: the Juncker Cabinet (so far has refused to meet me), Commissioner Navracsics from DG EAC (so far has refused to meet me), Commissioner Moedas, former President Buzek (no follow-up to his concrete offer he made to me about three years ago that I direct EIT Education) at the very least. 

I have owed some at the European Institutions a great deal (I have made friends with many and about 100 senior officers/and staff at the Commission alone are following our Ezines) but other unscrupulous opportunistic characters have done – and are still doing – more harm than good to both the institutions and myself including letting me down in emergency situations. There were many problems with the Barroso Team but I must confess that the Juncker Team is no different from our perspective. [NB. Interesting to note that the EIT attracts just Flemish institutes (that have all refused to cooperate with us) in Belgium... A common philosophy perhaps. Yet another Trojan Horse in the EU Institutions]. 

The general and shared impression is that the “EU Institutions” have turned my ideas into theirs, reinventing the wheel under another label but of course with much more substantial financial means, political power/support and an army of administrative/PR staff at their disposal. “They” thus have no trouble creating a “new initiative/institution” in no time at all. The New Capacity Building Programme needed thirty years’ hard work often under shocking working and living conditions in Flanders. This is a clever way to buffer/absorb collective citizen participation momentum and try to keep the Institutions’ control of the situation and initiatives. The fact is that the citizens are realising this. Michal Boni, MEP asked what could the EU Institutions now do for us? Well... L. So my best advice to the EU Institutions is to first regain the citizens’ trust and here we are still light-years away. 

The EIT built on another’s ideas without the slightest economic recognition shall create and sustain international suspicion and distrust that shall in turn fall on any person or organisation/institution associated with it. The problem is that “some” thought that they were all powerful and could do anything as they pleased. This is despotism. So please don’t blame me for what is happening now.

· Finally, and this was something I did not take up publicly for lack of time, there is a need to articulate all the separate AHA Action Groups together. This is done in our Pilot Scheme 1 project: “Achieving and sustaining City Society Well Being and Quality of Life with Smart Cities”, a typical holistic multicultural integrated interdisciplinary project where the city is considered as a patient. And the first thing to do with a patient is listening to the patient. In the case of a city, the patient is the city, which means listening to the city citizens. So the first thing to do is creating a city society well being and quality of life profile and go on from there. Solutions would then stand a far better chance of being accepted by the public. Pilot Scheme I is however too advanced for Calls for Proposals. Besides, the evaluators wouldn’t have the competence to evaluate it in the first place.  

As I wrote some time ago, some at the Commission have written me e-mails offering collaboration, yet still no mandate or procurement. In the meantime, our situation in Flanders has worsened and the EIT is forcing its way through.

Did someone say that there was a need for trust?
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