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1. JRC Event. Behavioural Insights Applied to Policy: European Report 2016 (BIAP 2016)

I just managed to arrive in time for most of Professor Madrian’s (Harvard Kennedy School) interesting speech about the added value of linking academic research to policy-making. Two points caught my attention: “How to make people pay for their taxes?” and “How to further reduce the number of late tax payers in the population?”. I was surprised to learn that this was only a minority. The usual incentives to pay taxes are coercive but other more subtle methods can be applied. I therefore took the floor and after introducing myself as a “Late Tax Payer”, I took up the issue of tax compliance but from another perspective. 

To my mind, it is a question of good citizenship and national solidarity to pay for taxes to the State provided that this solidarity works both ways. A citizen whose elementary right to well being and quality of life is not respected by the State should have the legal and constitutional possibility to question his/her obligation to pay for his/her taxes. At the present time, if one citizen refuses to pay for his/her taxes for the reasons mentioned, the State would just send the bailiff and seize his/her possessions. But if 1000, 5000, 10000, 20000 citizens did the same, this would certainly put the pressure on any government to fully respect all its national citizens’ well being and quality of life rights! 

Yes, but this requires courage...

2. Bubbles: Always The Same

The simple observation that the issues we are faced with today (migration, conflict, energy, biodiversity, environment, health, ...) are each global issues interconnected with each other in a network of interconnected global issues, has made it increasingly clear that the only way to appropriately manage a worldwide network of interconnected global challenges is by setting up a New Global Governance Infrastructure inviting Collective Citizen Participation. 

Unfortunately, the fragmentation still remains catastrophic because of the 7 billion fragmented mindsets living in fragmented constitutions, laws and administrations... A fragmented mindset (thanks to a fragmented education) cannot deal with a holistic challenge. Period.

I am now witnessing an explosion of “interdisciplinary initiatives” that are just not collaborating. “Interdisciplinary minds” each with their own vision of “interdisciplinarity” remain in their interdisciplinary bubble and don’t meet. Quite exasperating. It’s a bit like everybody talking about peace because it has yet to be achieved. When peace is there, it’s there. You stop “discussing peace” and move on. Unfortunately, words have lost their meaning. 

3. Our Master in Interfaces: An Introduction To Holistic Understanding. Please visit The Education of Tomorrow: Master in Interfaces.

4. Latest LinkedIn Posts:

· The World Ticking Time Bomb and the Future of Europe: a clear illustration of how I envision my role as the Integrator (I hope that you understand French). 

I am beginning to see how to set up my work plan but I can only confirm my conviction that a hearing before the European Institutions is absolutely vital before proceeding: a holistic challenge requires a holistic strategy. Success means dealing with the mindsets; definitely NOT by creating yet another project! Worded differently, there is a need to articulate ALL the projects/programs/goals together and this FIRST requires a fundamental mindset change.

· The European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT): a Shocking Case of Plagiarism: A New European Governance - with New People and Collective Citizen Participation - is urgently needed.
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