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Dear Colleagues,

1. Final reminder. Fourth EUSEW EDE on Pilot Scheme 1 on Monday 15nth June 2015
2. Food For Thought…

------------------------------

1. Final reminder. We are organising our fourth EUSEW EDE on Pilot Scheme 1 on Monday 15nth June 2015. Deadline for registration: Thursday 11nth June 2015 at 12.00hrs:

· http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?pg=events&eventcode=CEEC276F-DAD4-B426-022303DC7CD36DCB 

· https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/eusew-2015-ede-pilot-scheme-1-registration-online-vivian-linssen?trk=mp-reader-card
· http://www.eusew.eu/component/see_eventview/?view=see_eventdetail&index=2&countryID=22&sort=4&pageNum=0&eventid=4033&mapType=brussels&keyword=smart&city=&organiser=&eventDate=&eventType=-1 

The workshop is largely devoted to exploring the complexities of holistic interdisciplinary integration and networking.

2. Food for thought...

2. i. Following a STOA workshop on Graphene at the European Parliament, I began my e-mail to a Professor at Cambridge University by writing:

“I know that you are an engineer (I am a neuroscientist) so you may consider this e-mail as off topic. I would reply that from a holistic perspective, nothing is off topic. The danger is also that by focussing exclusively on a highly specific issue, the connection with the bigger picture is lost. And the “bigger picture” to my mind is achieving and sustaining the citizens’ well being and quality of life. This link between Graphene and the citizens’ well being and quality of life must be made intelligible, accessible and appealing to all.” 

His feedback was very useful.

2. ii. Following a Debate on Urban development and public space: culture as a driver for cities at the Beaux-Arts in Brussels, I gave the panel and audience a warning and some advice. 

1) The warning: culture is a double edged sword. It can be a motor for economic development but it is also a source of fragmentation, division, conflict and violence. The human being – with all his/her fantastic culture - is the cruelest species on Earth... Has culture led to sustainable peace on Earth? No. Another factor is migration (for many reasons: environment, politics, religion, cultural(!!), hunger, thirst, shelter, jobs, ...): multiculturalism is inevitable. The latter grew upon many societies unprepared for managing multiculturalism because of their education. Enforcing cultural identity is also enforcing division and contributes to the rejection of multiculturalism that shall probably be the Culture of Tomorrow. Closely related to monoculturalism is nationalism, and we know what the latter can lead to. Conclusion: there is a need to develop the human being’s multicultural integrated interdisciplinary potential. This is the Education of Tomorrow. 

2) The advice/solution. I often and quite deliberately ask the panels and audiences what is the finality of innovation, education and research? The response is generally dead silence. This panel seems to have been an exception. Considering the increasing world instability and violence, the seriousness of environmental issues, perhaps the finality of innovation, education and research should be to find a means to defuse the world ticking time bomb that is threatening our civilisation and planet, and achieve and sustain the citizens’ well being and quality of life in world society. This requires world coordinated holistic interactive bottom-up top-down multicultural integrated interdisciplinary collaboration that requires a New Global Governance (NGG: coordinated holistic interactive bottom-up top-down multicultural integrated interdisciplinary governance) Infrastructure that in turn requires holistic multicultural integrated interdisciplinary education, that does not exist. Yet.

Then by all means we can get back to so-called “specific issues” that shall then benefit from worldwide collaboration. Hopefully, researchers shall by then realise that all “specific issues” are interrelated. All countries or continents (therefore Europe...) shall by necessity have to turn to NGG simply because there is no other option. 

2. iii. Following a two-day workshop on Feminicide at the European Parliament and the European Social Platform, ladies mostly from Latin America expressed considerable interest in NGG. 

Best regards,

Viv

Professor Vivian R. F. Linssen D.I.

Founding Director & CEO

International Multidisciplinary Neuroscience Research Center a.s.b.l./v.z.w.

Principal Coordinator

NewPOL Network

Jesus-Eiklaan 120

BE-3080 Tervuren

BELGIUM

Tel: +3227681730

Fax: +3227681321

Twitter: @VivianLinssen

e-mail: vivian.linssen@imnrc.org
url 1: www.imnrc.org 
url 2: www.infodiagnosis.com
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/profile/view?id=2983914&trk=nav_responsive_tab_profile
