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Dear Colleague,

I am the Founding Director of the IMNRC-NewPOL Network. We are basically interested in interfaces. This has enabled me to currently direct three large successful international projects on apparently very different topics - smart cities, the education and the governance of tomorrow, and cancer research – that are in fact all integrated into one. The irony here is that these projects were not understood by the traditional Framework Programme “evaluators” who were quite unable to integrate the bubbles together. Furthermore, the European Commission does not dare question evaluators. So practically, the evaluation procedure had systematically blocked innovation. But not with me.     

The IMNRC (International Multidisciplinary Neuroscience Research Center) - based in Belgium - is interested in the Education of Tomorrow (Master in Interfaces) and the NewPOL Network is interested in the Governance of Tomorrow (New Global Governance). The NewPOL Network is in fact a very avant-garde organisation that proposes a new integrated interdisciplinary global governance model based on the Interface Paradigm. The heart of the IMNRC-NewPOL Network is Interface Theory (IFT). The IMNRC-NewPOL Network has acquired a strong international academic and political reputation and is becoming an international reference in New Capacity Building. 

One of Europe’s (in fact the world’s) most challenging task today is integrated interdisciplinarity. How can we meet this challenge? How can we interdisciplinary integrate Big Data and all the disconnected roadmaps, action plans and grids together into the one impact that is most needed for us human beings: achieving and sustaining world society well being and quality of life, the 3rd Millennium’s Top Priority? 
I was invited some time ago to the Berlaymont (European Commission) by the JRC to give advice and offer solutions during a high level roundtable meeting on “Smart grids, smart cities and science parks”, “Transcontinental EU-US Collaboration” and “Bioeconomy” (Centre Borschette). During the meeting, the JRC turned to us for a solution. 
Adequately dealing with the complexities of the challenges we are faced with requires New Capacity Building. This is the New Capacity Building Programme (NCBP) that focuses on the State of Mind. Despite all the knowledge, philosophies, religions and technologies that have been accumulated since the beginning of humanity, the World System has nonetheless turned our planet Earth into a ticking time bomb. There is a serious problem. There is a problem in the way we think, in the very way we process data. So there is a need to look elsewhere. Where? The State of Mind (or Mindset). The State of Mind determines the way you process – collect, understand, assimilate and articulate together – data, whatever the data. So there is a need to optimise the State of Mind for complex avant-garde integrated interdisciplinary challenge processing. This is the training that is needed today.
The New Capacity Building Programme (NCBP) - which is none other than the World Society Well Being and Quality of Life Project (WSWBQoLP) – is an ongoing worldwide initiative with already 130 countries participating to achieve and sustain the Third Millennium’s top priority, World Society Well Being and Quality of Life, a coordinated holistic interactive bottom-up top-down integrated interdisciplinary strategy that combines the Education of Tomorrow (Master in Interfaces: bottom-up component) with the Governance of Tomorrow (NGG: top-down component) introducing parallel processing, going beyond accumulation to integration of knowledge/data. There is no other way. Besides, thus structured, world dictatorship is not possible. 
Embedded in the NCBP is Pilot Scheme 1 (PS-1). PS-1 is a generic interactive project with city stakeholders (i.e. the inhabitants who are all students in fact since everybody learns everyday throughout life) partially based on simulation called: “Achieving and sustaining city society well being and quality of life with smart cities. How to integrate the bubbles together?” that tries to understand, achieve and sustain City Society Well Being and Quality of Life (CSWBQoL). 
Bearing in mind that the Third Millennium’s top priority is World society well being and quality of life, you have the following (highly simplified) roadmap: Citizen well being and quality of life <---> Village/Town/City society well being and quality of life (CSWBQoL) <---> National society well being and quality of life (NSWBQoL) <---> World society well being and quality of life (WSWBQoLP). Every village/town/city worldwide is involved. Pilot Cities are needed so that PS-1 can be easily applied to any village, town or city. This is where the National Representations in the NCBP come in: they supervise and coordinate PS-1 in all the village/towns/cities in their own country
In Belgium, the first Pilot City shall be Brussels, the Capital of Europe. The Flemish and French speaking Belgian citizens and institutions working together towards a common objective: Brussels Society Well Being and Quality of Life! This would be quite an achievement in itself. Indeed, to many, Brussels/Belgium doesn’t have the political maturity to represent the capital of Europe and Belgium’s reputation has been plagued by its chronic politico-linguistic problems. As a Pilot City, Brussels would be an example for many to follow and Belgium would acquire international respect. This same pattern can be applied to all the villages, towns, cities in the world. As you can see, PS-1 has a formidable interdisciplinary multicultural integrating potential but must be integrated in the whole.
----------------------------

The difficulties we are confronted with to adequately manage the problems our civilisation is facing on this planet were discussed during a recent high level meeting with UN representatives that took place at the EESC on the UN Sustainable Development and European Institution Plans. I expressed my profound scepticism regarding the outcome of these plans and offered solutions. First, please check out http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/focussdgs.html. The UN sustainable development work plan reminds me of the plethora of European Institutional roadmaps, action plans and grids that have already been set up (or are under way) in complete anarchy without the slightest coordination or synchronisation. The result has been – and is – very limited useful impact.   
And what do I mean by useful impact? The impact that is needed for us human beings: on sustainability. And what is sustainability? Or rather, what kind of sustainability is needed for us human beings? Well being and quality of Life. Achieve and sustain World Society Well Being and Quality of Life - the Third Millennium’s Top Priority – achieve and sustain all the interactive components that together make up world society well being and quality of life. NOT the other way round. 

The problem is identical with the UN sustainable development plan and the European Institutional plans. As presented, both plans shall necessarily fail: an enormous amount of energy, time and money shall be wasted. Why? Fragmented initiatives just like fragmented governance, fail. In order to succeed in any focussed area, you necessarily have to include and integrate all the others at the same time because all are interconnected. By all the others, I mean not just the focussed areas mentioned in the UN work plan but all the other roadmaps, action plans and grids that have been created worldwide including the European Institutions.

We must go beyond accumulation to integration of all these artificially disconnected initiatives. We must integrate all the bubbles together.

Bearing in mind the above, how could we proceed with the Focussed Areas mentioned in the UN work plan, for example? 

1. We bring all the Focussed Areas together (i.e. we consider them all at the same time)

2. We explore how these can be articulated together

3. What are the missing links?

4. What is the common denominator?

5. We blend all the Focussed Areas into one: world society well being and quality of life, the 3rd Millennium’s Top Priority

Practically, however, even though the above may lead to a very interesting final UN report on Sustainable Development, what shall be the next step? How shall we proceed practically? Shall the elderly lady living in a back slum in Montevideo or the child trying to survive in Africa see any difference? Shall the world citizen be any the happier? How shall we create the link between all these plans and the people’s everyday concerns? How shall the citizen, the local and the regional be able to usefully interact on the whole, i.e. the world? In effect, what I mean is that the UN, EU Institutions, organisations, companies, private sector, ... are all creating yet another bubble project...

So what can we do? The New Capacity Building Programme.
------------------------------

I would like to suggest direct collaboration regarding the New Capacity Building Programme (NCBP). You could join your NCBP National Representation either as an individual, or as a representative of your organisation/university/institution or both. Your profile, activities and bibliography would be posted and made accessible to all the participating countries. This is why I suggest that we blend initiatives together. For the present, each National Representation is in the recruitment stage, which is a permanent turnover process during which listed names come and go all the time leading to a pre-selection. Members are thus on standby for the next step: teamwork. This is explained on the NCBP link. Joining a National Representation makes your details easily retrievable for networking.  

We have been working on the NCBP for many years. The main difficulty has been to get across some very abstract notions to all in an intelligible, accessible and appealing way. The programme and infrastructure are now set. There is presently a growing worldwide enthusiasm for the New Capacity Building Program, perhaps because in this ruthless and chaotic world, this spells hope: there is now a concrete practical way to achieve and sustain world society well being and quality of life. The NCBP is a long-term vision initiative – but with immediate, medium and long term impacts - that shall take at least 10 years to fulfil. An army of staff is needed not only to keep on pushing everything forward but also to guarantee a follow-up. The latter is absolutely vital to win the people’s trust. Far too many congresses, workshops and compelling presentations have no tomorrow... 

An international long-term mandate to boost the New Capacity Building Programme forward is needed. One way to proceed is a hearing before the United Nations and the European Institutions. We are in fact trying to get together - on a complementary footing - all the principal world stakeholders interested in the New Capacity Building Programme to this end. Competition must be replaced by collaboration. 

The UN response to my appeal for a hearing was encouraging. The UNO is “very impressed by my characterization of the challenges we are all facing and my critique of the entire sustainable development effort" but needs more “visual concrete bottom-up top-down support” to proceed with an official hearing. What this means is a green light and full encouragement to consolidate the New Capacity Building Programme - including of course its embedded Pilot Scheme 1 – for a future hearing. Fulfilling the conditions for a future official hearing means an adequate Task Force at the IMNRC-NewPOL Network HQ to monitor the NCBP worldwide. This means funds that can be found through an official hearing at the UNO... So this is becoming a “chicken and egg” problem. 

I do feel that it is the whole international community's duty and responsibility to help us (and therefore itself) create this Task Force. Venture capitalists, sponsoring, commercial/business collaboration from the private sector are welcome. Official direct funding from international institutions (EU, UN, Governments) would be ideal. 

The New Capacity Building Programme (NCBP) needs an international booster that transcends all international institutions, organisations, nations and territories. This is the Nobel Peace Prize. I am therefore a candidate for the Nobel Peace Prize and have sent requests to potential nominators accordingly. The irony here is that once we shall have this Task Force, we shall already be there and a hearing at the UNO shall not be necessary.

Indeed, it is becoming increasingly clear that the UN - as structured - is losing its hold on world governance. It is therefore more than time to consider New Global Governance where the international referential is world society well being and quality of life - changing the international mindset - serving as a strong incentive to catalyse the blending of all the disconnected roadmaps, action plans and grids together. And this means applying the NCBP and a Nobel Peace Prize may well help sustain the initiative.


Some are turning to me behind the scenes as the “Integrator” after the European Institution Elections. This would require a consensus between all the Member States. I do plan to meet the principal political leaders in the European Parliament and the United Nations. The World situation is urgent and there is no time to waste. Europe needs a president (and not three...) who can both simplify the complexities of the European Institutions and install a New European Governance that is open to merging with other continents towards a New Global Governance (NGG). The same rationale can be applied to each and every head of State in the world: reach out to all human beings.
I have recently received an unusual inflow of e-mails from different high officials in different DGs at the European Commission inviting/confirming collaboration in writing. As you know, a new European Commission Team has been created and one of Juncker’s Transition Team Member happens to be a member of the IMNRC-NewPOL Network, so one never knows... The Head of the Interinstitutional Relations at the European Parliament is also a Member. The Secretary General for the Brussels Universities (BUA) supports our Pilot Scheme 1 and Siemens is open to collaboration. Following a two day workshop on “Innovative solutions through citizen participation: Co-creating the future with citizens”, I was officially invited by the Staatsrätin für Zivilgesellschaft und Bürgerbeteiligung des Landes Baden-Württemberg to give a full presentation of the NCBP at the Baden-Württemberg EU Representation in Brussels; more official collaboration with Germany is probable. Other Embassies should follow. The conclusion of the Japan-EU Symposium on ICT I just attended in Brussels was integration and going global. I therefore invited everybody to join the NCBP. This is going to be given active consideration. Finally, The Head of the Arab League Mission to the EU has accepted to meet me to see how the NCBP through its holistic approach to peace could help find a sustainable solution to the Israeli Palestinian Conflict. So there are convergent signs that something is definitely moving.
Just like the beginning of World War I, Europeans (in fact World citizens) are sleepwalking on a dangerous path that is leading them to an ominous fate. The only way to defuse the ticking time bomb that threatens our planet is the Education of Tomorrow that paves the way to the Governance of Tomorrow. Full support from the population, governments, institutions, top officials who have the courage to take bold groundbreaking decisions, is needed. The first objective must be the State of Mind.

------------------------------

The following is a non exhaustive outline of some of our other activities including some links: 

· One of our medical Expressions of Interest (EoI) is “The Physics of Life and the Neuroimmunoendocrine System: an interdisciplinary understanding of diseases and healing potential in the human being explored using novel approaches to therapy”. By applying this EoI’s principles, we were able to develop a novel and successful treatment for invasive bladder cancer in an elderly lady that waived the need for radical cystectomy or six week intensive radiotherapy. This offers very interesting novel approaches to both understanding cancer/infectious diseases and cancer/infectious disease treatment. You may be interested to know that integrated in the EoI is our General Revalidation Program including Ballroom dancing and Taï Chi Chuan... In order to propose our protocol as an official alternative to EBM, we need a cohort study. The Head of the Urology Department at the University Hospital St. Luc (Woluwe, Brussels) has already told me that his department was at my disposal. Problem: we need funding. And time goes on... 

We have spent many years trying to encourage a holistic integrated interdisciplinary approach to medicine and the patient in Belgian medical schools but the course (i.e. our EoI) is considered too avant-garde and complex. Hopefully, medical schools in other countries shall have more open-minded academia and politicians. 

· My LinkedIn Profile: http://www.linkedin.com/profile/view?id=2983914&trk=tab_pro 

· A full page on my background and activities was posted on the European Commission Website for the recent international congress on Active and Healthy Ageing last November 2013: http://ec.europa.eu/digital-agenda/events/cf/eip-aha-2013/person.cfm?eventid=eip-aha-2013&personid=50845.

· A short video recently created for me by the Facebook Team: https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?v=10203134092142301&l=1589493807048594920 Thank you Mark Zuckerberg.

· The Top Priority of the Third Millennium: World Society Well Being and Quality of Life. The Global Picture: http://www.imnrc.org/NCN/NewPOL%20Network/The%20Top%20Priority%20of%20the%20Third%20Millennium%20WSWBQoL%20The%20Global%20Picture.doc 

During the closing session of a three day congress on Democracy that was held at the Belgian Royal Academy of Sciences in May 2013, I reminded Amartya Sen (Professor at Harvard University and Economics Nobel Prize Winner in 1998) that the top priority of the Third Millennium was World Society Well Being and Quality of Life. I said that if the latter became the international referential, thereby changing the international mindset, this would become a strong incentive to blend all the disconnected roadmaps, action plans and grids together. Professor Sen completely agreed. Furthermore, John Dunn (Professor at Cambridge University, UK) fully supported the need to turn to the Education of Tomorrow to deal with the increasing complexity of the challenges we are faced with today. It is noteworthy that both academia and politics seem to reach a consensus regarding the NCBP. 

During the high level Smarter Data for Europe Conference with online videostreaming that took place on 23 May 2013, at the British Residence in Brussels, hosted by HM Ambassador Jonathan Brenton, the Vice-President of the European Commission, Commissioner Neelie Kroes for the Digital Agenda turned to the IMNRC-NewPOL Network for advice regarding the future of European "Big Data". There was a general consensus that the most complex and urgent challenge of our time was "integration". How can we "integrate" data? How can we "train integration"? The need for New Capacity Building (NCB) - going beyond accumulating to integrating data - was recognised and since this was our area, Vice-President Kroes requested our full details to advise the European Commission. 

· I was introduced by the President of the Club of Rome to the Prince Philippe (now King Philippe of Belgium) last year at the Belgian Royal Academy of Sciences and Medicine. Prince Philippe was very interested in our efforts regarding the education and governance of tomorrow, perhaps because Belgium needs new governance as does Europe.

· Personal Web Page for the World Congress “EU Science: Global Challenges Global Collaboration” at the European Parliament: http://globalsciencecollaboration2013.sched.org/vivian.linssen@imnrc.org The Congress has been a formidable platform for both the IMNRC-NewPOL Network and the World Society Well Being and Quality of Life Project (WSWBQoLP). There was unanimity regarding the most complex and urgent challenge of our time: integration. The dominant themes throughout the congress were education and governance.
 

· Our General Introduction – Standard version (May 2013 edition) that gives a resume of our activities and achievements: http://www.imnrc.org/NCN/NewPOL%20Network/General%20Introduction%20-%20Standard%20Version.doc. 

· A 2012 presentation for the European Commission on the Elderly can be downloaded from the link: http://ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union/index_en.cfm?section=active-healthy-ageing&pg=conference-contributions.

· I have been repeatedly invited by Strategy Unit and DG Research and Innovation Officers to become a Horizon 2020 advisor/expert. 

------------------------------

I hope the present resume complements your understanding of the NCBP. Once the Task Force has succeeded in setting up around 260 operational National Representations for the NCBP (another 130 to go), the Nobel Peace Prize (if successful) would serve to organise the World Summit on World Society Well Being and Quality of Life (WSWBQoL).

As you can see there is ample opportunity for brainstorming and food for thought between the conventions.

I am looking forward to hearing from you. 

Best regards,

Professor Vivian R. F. Linssen D.I.
Founding Director & CEO

International Multidisciplinary Neuroscience Research Center a.s.b.l./v.z.w.

Principal Coordinator

NewPOL Consortium Network

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/profile/view?id=2983914&trk=nav_responsive_tab_profile
